12/08/03 HON 15:51 FAX 7038362787 



OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC 



@|001 



OLIFF BERRIDGE, PLC 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

December 8, 2003 

Facsimile Transmission Cover Sheet 

To: Examiner Rahmjoo 

* U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Fax No.: 703-746-9237 

From: Kevin M. McKinley 

YourRef.: US. Application No. 10/099,967 OurRef.: 112133 

Number of Pages Sent (Includmg cover sheet): 2 

Prepared By: _al 



Comments: 



Sent by: al 

This facsimile is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above and may contain 
privileged or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent 
responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are notified that any review, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this facsimile is prohibited. If you have received this facsimile in error, please 
immediately notily us by facsimile or telephone, and return the facsimile to us by mail at the above 
address. 



277 SOUTH WASHINGTON STRCCT 

Alexandria Virginia S23l'4 



Telephone: 17031 
Facsimile: (703) e3©-27e7 
E-mail: ofre«oLiFF.coM 

WWW.OH FF.COM 



PAGE 1l2'RCVDAT12l8f20l)3 2:53:25 PMIEasteniStandardTiine]'SVR:USPTO{^ 



12/08/03 MON 15:51 FAX 7038362787 



OLIFF & BERRIDGE. PLC 



Proposed intendew discussion 

During the interview, at least the following points will be discussed. Particularly, how 
the applied art does not teach acquiring attribute information indicating attributes of a terminal 
device indicating a plurality of attributes and a priority being set for each attribute in the selection 
device selecting operation information based on that priority, as claimed in claim 1 and similarly 
claimed in claims 4 and 8. 

Instead, Havekost is et al. is directed to prioritization of display of alarm and event 
information which allows various users of the system to prioritize the alarm and event 
information that is displayed. Further, Havekost et al. allows the user to display particular events 
inhi erarchical manner, as directed bv the user. The user sets a desired alarm priority, selecting 
high importance alanns for more urgent display and annunciation and rendering a lower display 
status to less urgent events. In the process control environment in Figure IC of Havekost et al., a 
process control solution is developed by created a software control solution at the engineering 
workstation 106. The control solution is then transferred to the operator workstation 102, lab 
workstation 104 and a controller/multiplexer 1 10 tor execution. The operator workstation 102 
and Jab workstation 104 supply interface displays to the control strategy implemented in the 
multiplexer 1 10- Further, the workstations communicate to the one or more controllers to view 
the processes 1 12 and change control attribute values according to requirements of the design 
solution. 

The alarm system of Havekost et al. is an indexed attribute where the index selects the 
Nth highest priority alarm in the consolidation. That is, the user sets a desired alarm priority by 
selecting the high importance alarms for urgent display and loads display status to less urgent 
events. As such, the applied art does not disclose a selection device that selects, based on the 
ac quiredattribute information , operation information that is appropriate for the terminal device, 
from a plurality of types of operation information stored in a predetermined storage area; and the 
attribute information indicating a plurality of attributes, j^priorLty_being_set for each attrib ute, and 
the selection device selecting the operation information on a basis of the priority , claimed in 
"claim 1 and similarly claimed in claims 4 and 8. Havekost et al. does not disclose that the 
selection device selects the operation information on the basis of said priority . Instead, Havekost 
et al. discloses that the alarm information is presented to a user and the user can best use that 
information in a manner directed by the user. 
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